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PRESS RELEASE 
 

CARBON obtains building permit  
and environmental authorizations 
for its gigafactory in Fos-sur-Mer 

 
 
Istres, April 1, 2025  – CARBON officially announces today that it has obtained the building 
permit and environmental authorizations for its photovoltaic gigafactory in Fos-sur-Mer 
(Bouches-du-Rhône). This follows the French government’s issuance of all necessary 
approvals in January and February 2025 for the entire solar panel manufacturing 
process (ingot, cell, wafer), making CARBON the first gigafactory project in France and 
Europe to secure such authorizations.  
 
 
This strategic regulatory milestone was officially confirmed today during a ceremony at the 
sub-prefecture of Istres, attended by the sub-prefect, the mayors of Fos-sur-Mer and Istres, 
and representatives from the Région Sud and the Grand Port Maritime de Marseille. 
 
This step marks the concrete transition to the construction phase of a key industrial project 
that will strengthen France’s energy sovereignty with a competitive and independent supply 
chain. 
 
  
Strong institutional support 
 
The approval is the result of close collaboration with government authorities and local 
municipalities, reflecting the strong institutional backing the project has received since its 
establishment in Fos-sur-Mer in March 2023. 
 
CARBON extends its deepest gratitude to all local stakeholders and government agencies, including 
the Prefecture of Bouches-du-Rhône, the Fos-sur-Mer Municipality, DDTM 13, DREAL, SDIS 13, RTE, 
the Grand Port Maritime de Marseille, SNCF, the Interdepartmental Directorate of the National 
Police, the National Council for Nature Protection, the Regional Environmental Authority Mission, 
the Région Sud, and the Aix-Marseille-Provence Metropolis for their continued support and 
commitment. 
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Due to its strategic significance, the CARBON project was designated a Major National Interest 
Project by ministerial decree on July 3, 2024. This status highlights its critical role in France’s energy 
sovereignty and ecological transition. 
 
 
A strategic site driving reindustrialization and employment 
 
Located in the heart of the industrial and port zone of Fos-sur-Mer, the gigafactory will span 45 
hectares and feature nearly 290,000 m² of industrial infrastructure dedicated to solar panel 
production. 
 
Fos-sur-Mer was chosen for its strategic advantages. The Grand Port Maritime de Marseille, the 
leading Mediterranean hub and one of Europe’s largest freight transit centers, provides the 
necessary infrastructure for sustainable logistics. This ensures secure access to raw materials and 
enables low-carbon transport solutions via maritime, river, and rail freight, aligning with the project’s 
decarbonization goals and its projected handling of 500,000 tons of materials. 
 
Beyond its environmental impact, CARBON is a key driver of green reindustrialization in the Région 
Sud, creating: 

1. 3,000 direct jobs, primarily at the Fos-sur-Mer site 
2. 9,000 indirect jobs, in logistics, maintenance, research, and services 

This economic momentum will help revitalize the local industrial fabric while fostering skill 
development in energy transition-related fields. 
 
 
Deployment timeline 
 
With administrative approvals secured, CARBON is now moving into the active site development and 
industrial structuring phase, adhering to the highest environmental and technical standards. 
 
��������������� Projected roadmap: 
2025-2026: Site development and construction start 
Late 2027: Commissioning of the first production lines 
From 2028: Scaling up to a 5 GWc annual capacity 

 
 

"Obtaining the building permit and environmental authorizations is a decisive milestone for 
CARBON. This key achievement is the result of collective dedication from local stakeholders and 
government agencies, to whom I extend my sincere thanks. We are now fully committed to the 
construction phase of our industrial facility, serving a high-performing and sovereign European 

solar industry."  
Nicolas Chandellier, CEO of CARBON  
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A Participatory Project at the Heart of a Collective Effort 
 
At the same time, CARBON continues its participatory fundraising campaign in partnership 
with Enerfip, the leading responsible investment platform dedicated to the energy transition. 
This initiative enables citizens and economic players to actively support the development of a 
European solar industry. 
 
�� To learn more and participate: https://enerfip.eu/invest-your-money/investissement-
solaire/carbon/ 
 
About CARBON 
CARBON is a French industrial initiative with a European focus, led by entrepreneurs, industrialists, and solar 
energy experts. Its mission: reindustrialize Europe by building a competitive, sustainable, and job-creating 
photovoltaic sector. 
🔹🔹 Key figures of the project: 

• 10 million solar panels per year, equivalent to the consumption of one million households 
• 3,000 direct sustainable jobs and up to 9,000 indirect jobs 
• 4 million tons of CO₂ emissions avoided annually 

CARBON is supported by France 2030, the Région Sud, the Aix-Marseille-Provence Metropolis, and the Grand 
Port Maritime de Marseille, as part of a long-term vision for a sovereign and decarbonized European energy 
future. 
 
For more information: carbon-solar.com 
 

Press contact: Steven Dolbeau (Anima) | +33 (0)6 12 22 38 71 | sdolbeau@animaconseil.com 
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